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e UNITED STATE~PAFM’dlEM OF COMMERCE 
National Imtitute ot Smndarde and Technh8gy 
Geichersburg, Maryland 20999- 

3 20 9 5 AUG 18 All :I2 

August 18, 2005 

J 
To: Division of FDA Dockets Management 

Fax: 301 827 6870 

Robert Post, Director 
Labeling and Consumer Protection Staff 
USDA 
Fax: 202 205 3625 

Ref: Docket Number 1995N-0294 
RIN 0910-AC54 

Re; Food Standards; General Principles and Food Standards Modernization; 
Comments on Proposed rule 
Closing date: August 18, 2005 

The US. Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, National Center for Standards and Certification Information (the 
U.S. WTO TBT Enquiry Point) is submitting the enclosed comments, for 
consideration, from the China WTO/TBT National Notification Center, 
Standard and Regulations Researching Center, AQSIQ, 

Thank you! 

Regards, 
Brenda Umberger 

National Center for Standards and Certification Information (NCSCI) 
U,S. Department of Commerce 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
100 Bureau Drive, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-2100 
Telephone: 301-975-4036/-4040, Fax: 301-926-1559 
E-mail: ncsci@nist.gov 

Enclosure: 3 pages 
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Comments of China on USA Notildtion G/TBT/N/USA/l19 

The comments are in English and Chinese. 

Best regards 
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Comments of Chino on USA Notification G ITBTINIUSAI119 

We would like to tlumk Ihe TJniled States or America k~r providing Chc opportunity ho 
commeni on WllYl’/bUlJSA/lI9. The comments horn China are rhe following: 

China would like to give B positive comrncnL on the proposal 4 PYIS :md FDA ror 
establishing a set of‘ gcnersl prjnciplcs for food standards. As NotiGcation USA/l 19 
only describes Che cunception of I%IS und T;L)A on CsCabJishing 111~’ gcncral principles 
and qucsling public CUI~Z~ICIILS, <‘him\ would prcl’cr’ co see the more spccii’ic and 
&railed principles proposed by bolh agencies (I;SlS and IYIA) for hrther reviewing 
and discussion. With rcspccl IO this propou~l. WC bclicvc that: 
1. 1~ro1-1~ the viuw ol protccring the inCercsCs of ~onsumxs, adnyting to the 
dcvclopment in today’s food production technologies and Encouraging consistence 
with intcrnationnl SMndards, 11~ establish ;I set ot’ gcnc~11 principles IMS ~LS positive 
ef’f6cts. [.2owcver, Ihere shunId bt a grildtlill process lor the cstablishmanl, revision 
and wilhdrawal of a standard, BS wvcll as sulKcienC time for gradual revision and 
tnn~iliun ul’ 1!1c: existing 6od sl,tntl;krds ii1 ~rccord:lnre wilh the speciAc situations. 
FurChermore, l’c,od n~311ufixlu1-ws and imgr)rCers should hc given P proper transitional 
period co have time for adaptalion 10 such changes. China hope that general 
principles issued in lidure should pmscnl tlw gradurlhcss, G icilitule pro(ccting the 
inlcrcs(r ol’con~u~ners, producers end importers, and uvoid ncq obstaclrs lo Crada. 
2. Despite rhc consastts af FSlS and FDA on the purpose of and measures for rhe 
~ri~hlishment, revi.Gn I’d clinGnation ul’ rhe Ihod slnndards, Nolificulion 117 
indicalcs there still exist incoasislcncicy between the two sgencics with regard to 
some of the measures. We sugpcst that tlje general principles enacted in future should 
be Lrec from inconsislcncics. 
3. While :Idvoc;\tiny “llexibiliCy” oI’ Ibod jCaLldi\rds to eacoraage lhc cicvclopmenr and 
urilizntioh of new hod technologies, emphasis shnuld be given lo standards for 
IliUllillg Jl2W lb& in a simple ti)ld clcur Way, lircusiny on key feolurcs 0l‘producCq 
elimjnolil~ unncccastiry rcquircnicnts rind trcaling imported foods with same 
principles aS rhosc for domestic products. 
4. It is sukgdslad UXI[, in 11x goncrd principles liw the cstahlishmenl, rwisim and 
withdrawal oT hod standor&. addiCional prillciplcs on Che mnnugcment ol’ impotied 
food or food with non-standard names be eslablished LO avoid unnecessary trade 
borricn due 10 inconsislencics hetwcen lhe Slit~~LiklrLlS ol‘ iorporLcd loo& and domestic 
lir&. 
5. WC hope that the principles, procedures and criteria for the establishment, revision 
rind wilhdrawal of Fred srru\durds in rho “gcncml principles” to bc enacted would be 
more lraq3arcnl alld O~7~K~lil>llZil. 

6. With regard Lo “Regulatory Option”, we prefer Option Four, i.e.. Co establish 
pI%X:iphs hr a$sessing standnrds (only). lhis would minimiza lhc cc),q of Che 
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eslablishmenl ol’ the principles aud allow gradual prwzssts for revising and 
withdrawing existing sland;rrds 3s well i\s es~ddishiny new owx 
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